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Result of measurements at wind farm N33 
 

Geertruidenberg, 25 July 2023 

 

From 8 to 23 May 2023, measurements were carried out in respect of abnormal noise (buzzing) from the 

wind turbines at N33. These measurements were carried out at homes in the vicinity of the wind farm as 

well as in one of the actual wind turbines. During the same period, local residents kept a complaints 

register. As a preliminary result, the measurements show that the noise nuisance mainly seems to occur 

during periods when curtailment is taking place (in order to maintain a balance within the energy network, 

the wind turbines keep turning but deliver little to no power). Siemens is going to make adjustments to 

the software for the wind turbines.  

The parties hope that this will reduce the noise nuisance. 

 

Alderman Erik Drenth from the municipality of Midden-Groningen: "The results seem to indicate a cause 

but we want to know for sure that that is the case so that residents experience less nuisance from the wind 

farm." Alderman Henk Jan Schmaal from the muncipality of Veendam: "The results are the next step in the 

process of reducing the nuisance due to buzzing." 

 

Aldermen Schmaal and Drenth: "Given the importance of our citizens and history, we want to know for sure 

that the adjustment of the software for the wind turbines will ensure that the buzzing nuisance is reduced. 

That is why we are once again inviting all parties to discuss how we can best continue to measure and 

monitor this."  

 

Set-up of the investigation 

The operators of the wind farm – RWE and Eurus Energy –, the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate 

Policy, the municipalities, manufacturer Siemens Gamesa, research bureau Arcadis and Jan van Muijlwijk 

(retired acoustics specialist from the municipality of Veendam) meet regularly to discuss the noise from the 

wind farm. Although the wind farm complies with Dutch noise standards and previous improvements have 

already resulted in reduced noise, the stakeholders wanted to investigate whether the perceived nuisance 

could be reduced even further.  

 

The parties decided to carry out noise measurements at a home on the northern edge of Meeden and in the 

gondola of the wind turbine nearest to that home at the same time. In addition, the occupants of four homes 

in the immediate vicinity of the measurement location at the home were asked to keep a record of their 

perception of the noise from the wind turbine every half an hour during the measurement period by rating it 

on a scale of 1 (lowest intensity, normal background noise) to 7 (highest intensity). The noise measurements 

and the recording of perceptions by the occupants took place between the evening of Monday 8 May 2023 
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and the morning of Tuesday 23 May 2023. 

 

Results of the investigation 

Analysis of the measurements in relation to the feedback from local residents and the power output of the 

wind turbine shows that a range of tones (noise) can be heard and/or measured. The feedback from 

residents in the immediate vicinity of the measurement location has been crucial in order for us to be able to 

assess the audibility of and nuisance caused by the tones. All the parties would therefore like to thank the 

residents for their cooperation.  

 

The investigation also shows: 

- In the gondola of the wind turbine itself, tones occur in all weathers but many of those tones were 

not measured or heard at the home on the northern edge of Meeden. That is because of the way 

only some of the noise from the wind turbine is transmitted to the outside but also because ambient 

noise (such as traffic noise and the wind itself) masks the tones.  

- No nuisance is experienced at nominal wind speed and power output (the maximum level of 

production of a wind turbine in optimum conditions according to the manufacturer).  

- All four residents recorded nuisance on Saturday 13 May and 20 May. 

- One resident experienced a high level of nuisance due to buzzing during the night. 

- Nuisance was also reported during periods when no tones were measured in the wind turbine or at 

the home. 

- Nuisance mainly occurs when the wind increases at low wind speed with wind from the north-east.  

- In the majority of cases of nuisance, curtailment was also a factor. Curtailment means that the power 

output of the wind farm is sometimes reduced in order to maintain a balance within the energy 

network, for example (when supply is greater than demand). The wind turbines keep turning but 

deliver little to no power.  

 

Adjustments 

In July, Siemens-Gamesa will make adjustments to the software in the wind turbines in order to ensure that 

when curtailment occurs, the speed of the wind turbines will also be further reduced.  

 

Joint consultation 

The results of the investigation, the software adjustments and the possible consequences of these will be 

discussed during a joint consultation. The agreements made as a result of that consultation will then be 

made known.  

 

Background 

The initiative for an additional investigation arose from the meeting that took place between Stichting 

Platform Tegenwind N33 and Jesse Klaver and the operators in July 2022 in The Hague. 

 

The additional investigation was carried out by the parties involved in the wind farm: the municipalities of 

Midden-Groningen, Veendam and Oldambt, the Ministry of Economic Affairs and Climate Policy, 

manufacturer Siemens Gamesa, research bureau Arcadis, acoustics specialist Jan van Muijlwijk and the 

operators of the wind farm, RWE and Eurus Energy. 
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For more information: Annet Oomkens, communications consultant to the municipality of Midden-

Groningen, telephone 06 18 30 23 28 or Jacqueline Nauta, communications 

consultant to the municipality of Veendam, telephone 06 59 84 77 26 

https://www.windparkn33.nl/  

RWE  

With an extensive investment and growth strategy, the company will expand its powerful, green generation capacity to 50 gigawatts internationally 
by 2030. To do that, RWE will invest more than €50 billion gross during this decade. Our portfolio is based on  offshore and onshore wind, solar energy, 
hydrogen, batteries, biomass and gas. RWE Supply & Trading provides tailored energy solutions for large customers. RWE has locations in the 
attractive markets of Europe, North America and the Asia-Pacific region. The company aims to phase out coal by 2030. RWE employs around 19,000 
people worldwide and has a clear target: to get to net zero by 2040. On its way there, the company has set itself ambitious targets for all activities 
that cause greenhouse gas emissions. The Science Based Targets initiative has confirmed that these emission reduction targets are in line with the 
Paris Agreement. Very much in the spirit of the company’s purpose: Our energy for a sustainable life.  
 

Forward-looking statements 

This press release contains forward-looking statements. These statements reflect the current opinions, expectations and assumptions of the 
management and are based on information currently available to the management. Forward-looking statements shall not be construed as a guarantee 
of the materialisation of future results and developments and involve known and unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual future results and 
developments may deviate materially from the expectations and assumptions expressed in this document due to various factors. In particular, those 

factors include changes in the general economic and competitive environment. Furthermore, developments within the financial markets and changes 
in currency exchange rates as well as changes in national and international laws and legislation, particularly in respect of fiscal regulation, and other 
factors will influence the company’s future results and developments. Neither the company nor any of its affiliated companies undertakes to update 
the statements in this press release. 
 

Data protection 

The personal data processed in connection with press releases will be processed in compliance with the legal data protection requirements. If you are 

not interested in continuing to receive press releases, please inform us via Datenschutz-kommunikation@rwe.com.  Your data will then be deleted and 

you will not receive any further press releases from us in this regard. If you have any questions regarding our data protection policy or exercising your 

rights under the GDPR, please contact us via datenschutz@rwe.com.  
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